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The Olmstead Commission’s goal is to move North Dakota towards
greater integration and inclusion for individuals with disabilities.

2o,

NEW 5)%

The Olmstead Commission is now on
Instagram! We're excited to expand our
reach and continue promoting inclusion

for individuals with disabilities.

NEXT OLMSTEAD

MEETING:

Wednesday, November 12
1-3pm at Job Service ND
1601 Century Ave.
in Bismarck

Discussion Topics:
Goal #7- Employment
Goal #4- Housing

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH

70% of Americans with
disabilities want to work

J{B But, only 22% of
Americans are employed

Source: U.S. Department of Labor

Employers must implement inclusive hiring
policies, provide reasonable accommodations,
and foster supportive environments to bridge

this employment gap.

Did you know??

Workers with disabilities can be paid less than
minimum wage under Section 14(c) of the Fair
Labor Standards Act. This happens right here in
North Dakota, often in sheltered workshops where
people with disabilities do repetitive tasks for very
low pay. We believe it's time to move toward
competitive integrated employment which
promotes fair pay, greater inclusion, and meaningful
opportunities for individuals with disabilities to
work alongside others in their communities.

The benefits cliff is a real barrier to employment.

housing, or food benefits. As a result, they may end

The benefits cliff happens when a person begins
earning slightly more income, only to lose access
to critical support programs, like healthcare,

up financially worse off despite earning more. This
is a challenge that many individuals with
disabilities face.

Workers with Disabilities (WWD) Medicaid allows
individuals with disabilities to work and maintain
health care coverage.

Explore disability agencies offering employment
resources and support statewide:

1.ND Center for Persons with Disabilities
2.The Arc of North Dakota
3.Protection & Advocacy Project
4.ND Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
5.ND Assistive
6.Disability Solutions
7.Job Service ND
8.American Dream Employment Network
9.ND Navigator Program

10.Disabled American Veterans (DAV)

The Olmstead Commission has

recently focused on employment, featuring presentations on

Customized Employment by Lori Garnes from the North Dakota Center for Persons with Disabilities and
Cheryl Anderson from Vocational Rehabilitation, along with an overview of Workers with Disabilities
(WWD) Medicaid by Amy Bergan from Rehab Services Inc. Our November meeting will include another

presentation on WWD Medicaid from Health and Human Services. Hope to see you there!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGAGEMENT:

ND Department of Justice Settlement
Agreement Stakeholder Meeting
October 7" at 10am | More Information
ND Interagency Coordinating Council
October 9" | More Information
Cross Disability Advisory Council
October 16™ at 12pm | Join Here
ND State Rehabilitation Council
October 21° at Tpm | More Information
ND Children’s Cabinet
October 21°" at 4pm | More Information

LET’S STAY CONNECTED!

Sign up to receive Olmstead news and
updates. Visit our website and social
media for more information and resources.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARNING:

Building Hope: How Protective Factors Help
Prevent Suicide
October 2" at 12pm | Join Here
Understanding Non-Suicidal Self-Injury:
What it is and How to Help
October 16" at 12pm | Join Here
Education Advocacy Consortium Training on
Early Childhood Special Education
October 21° from 7-8pm | Register Here
Behavioral Health & Children and Family
Services Conference
October 20-23" | Register Here

Stephanie Bouche

Olmstead Coordinator
WWW.OLMSTEAD.ND.GOV



https://www.instagram.com/ndolmsteadcommission/
https://www.instagram.com/ndolmsteadcommission/
https://ndcpd.org/
https://thearc.org/
https://www.ndpanda.org/
https://www.nd.gov/dhs/dvr
https://www.nd.gov/dhs/dvr
https://ndassistive.org/
https://ndassistive.org/
https://www.disabilitytalent.org/
https://www.jobsnd.com/
https://www.nationaldisabilityinstitute.org/
https://ndcpd.org/navigator
https://www.dav.org/
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/events/special-meeting-notice-nd-department-justice-settlement-agreement-stakeholder-meeting
https://intranetapps.nd.gov/sos/ndpmn/meetings/viewMeeting.htm?meeting.meetingIdEncrypted=1dea0fd0775991cdadea2b65f20bb215
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_MjY3YzczNzktZTFkMS00YzIzLWFiZmEtMjhiYTBlNWQzYWYz%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522067d22f2-feb3-4c8e-ad6e-bad5d4f00bdb%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252200016d59-f1c6-4321-8cb3-7c2d7d71a2ce%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=cd5999f3-7e46-48c4-8f3a-645f72328e58&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/events/2025-schedule-north-dakota-state-rehabilitation-council
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/events/2025-schedule-north-dakota-childrens-cabinet
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86496547143#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88491456484#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/K04PiQt9SuS0AijQDKv38w#/registration
https://empower2025.vfairs.com/
https://www.olmstead.nd.gov/
https://www.olmstead.nd.gov/
https://www.olmstead.nd.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/NDOlmsteadCommission
https://www.instagram.com/ndolmsteadcommission/

