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The Olmstead Commission’s goal is to move North Dakota towards
greater integration and inclusion for individuals with disabilities.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARNING NEXT

2026 Virtual Fair Housing Month Conference OLMSTEAD MEETING:
April 97 at 9am Wednesday, May 13"
Early Identification, Intervention, and Access to 1-3pm in the Fort Totten
Children’s Mental Health Services Room at the Capitol

. th
April 9% at 12pm Discussion Topics:

April 21¥ at 12pm Program and Goal #4- Housing
Secondary Transition Fair
April 28" at 9am

Join meeting here.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE 504 SIT-INS

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 was a groundbreaking civil rights law intended
to ban discrimination against people with disabilities in federally funded programs. But for
several years, it remained largely unenforced, as the Nixon and Ford administrations failed to
implement the regulations needed to make it effective. By the time Jimmy Carter took office
in 1977, frustration had reached a breaking point. When his administration delayed action
and launched a review process that excluded meaningful disability representation,
advocates grew concerned the rules would be weakened. In response, the American
Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities (ACCD) demanded that the original regulations be
signed without changes and set an April 5™ deadline for action.

When that deadline passed without a response, activists escalated
their efforts by organizing sit-ins at federal offices nationwide.
While most protests lasted only a few days, the San Francisco sit-
in continued for nearly a month and became a defining moment in
the disability rights movement. Drawing inspiration from earlier civil
rights protests, demonstrators challenged stereotypes about
people with disabilities, showing strength, leadership, and
determination. Participants from across the disability community
came together, building solidarity and a shared sense of purpose.

s The occupation was physically
% and emotionally demanding, with
\ protestors facing limited access
to food, medication, and essential equipment. Support
from allies like the Black Panther Party helped sustain
them, but many still endured significant hardship. Their
persistence ultimately led to success. On April 28, 1977,
the regulations were signed unchanged. This victory
marked a turning point, helping establish disability rights
as a civil rights issue and laying the groundwork for future
legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990.

Source: National Museum of American History

"Through the sit-in, we turned ourselves from being oppressed
individuals into being empowered people. We demonstrated to B
the entire nation that disabled people could take control over our i
own lives and take leadership in the struggle for equality.”

- Judy Heumann 8

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGAGEMENT

Olmstead Commission Advisory Council Meeting Rehabilitation Council
April 8" at 2pm April 14™ at 12pm
ND Interagency Coordinating Council Behavioral Health Planning Council Meeting
April 9™ at 9am April 15" at 10am
Bismarck Legislative Working Group Cross Disability Advisory Council Meeting
April 18" at 10am April 16™ at 9am

LET’S STAY CONNECTED!

Sign up to receive Olmstead news and
updates. Visit our website and social media
for more information and resources.

Stephinic Bouche

Olmstead Coordinator
WWW.OLMSTEAD.ND.GOV
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advancing-fair-housing-2026-virtual-fair-housing-month-conference-registration-1984643982577?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vpZ2Ch1mSlqp4MzY9wLe4g#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vpZ2Ch1mSlqp4MzY9wLe4g#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/MteVAk0_T-CYC89lBWPfGQ#/registration
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:dbc9a10a-71e9-437c-bd5a-ccbbc218a38b
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25953204265200?p=Su4tzXcBy6BM3jdlfh
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https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25953204265200?p=Su4tzXcBy6BM3jdlfh
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/29082399557116?p=RnsuKOmSFZamWTvrQl
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fmeet%2F29848525968129%3Fp%3DiB0s3SZuGpPOsYeTZC%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meet&deeplinkId=79bef60b-a8be-443e-8e03-d8e109446d8f&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_NzdmNTc2OGItOWUxNS00NDM4LTg0NzEtYjk1M2Y1MWM2OTA2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25222dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252244eeb457-fc50-406f-ba70-023d664847b4%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=957b14b2-01bf-45bc-bb1a-bb9e576dbb04&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://www.ndpanda.org/events/april-2026-legislative-working-group-meeting
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/events/meeting-notice-special-meeting-state-rehabilitation-council-april-14-2026
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/events/meeting-notice-special-meeting-state-rehabilitation-council-april-14-2026
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/events/2026-schedule-behavioral-health-planning-council
https://www.ndcdac.com/
https://www.olmstead.nd.gov/
https://www.olmstead.nd.gov/
https://www.olmstead.nd.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/NDOlmsteadCommission
https://www.instagram.com/ndolmsteadcommission/
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